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embryology, the study of the early development of animals from

the egg to  the  adolescent  stage.

endocrine  (or  ductless)  glands,   the   secretion   of  which   is  dis-
charged into the blood, not into a tube or duct.
endostyle,   a   ciliated   groove   on  the   floor  of   the   pharynx  of

Tunicates, Amphioxus and Vertebrate embryos.
environment, the total of the surroundings of an organism which

affect its life.

Eurypterida, an extinct (Palaeozoic) group of arthropods, closely
allied to the Scorpions, but marine in habitat.

extrapolation, the extension of a curve beyond the extreme fixed
points on its course. Example: the Census returns give
the population of Britain for every tenth year from iSoi to
1931. Estimating the population for any intermediate year,
such as 1876, is a process of intrapolation; but to estimate
it for any year before 1801 or after 1931 is extrapolation.

facies, the total of the characters of a sedimentary rock which
result from the conditions of its deposit. (See pp. 25-6.)

family, a group of species wider than a genus, but not so wide
as an Order.

fauna, the totality of the animal species inhabiting a given area,
or found in a_ particular geological bed, zone or formation.

femur, the thigh-bone, the first division of the skeleton of the
hind-limb.

fenestra, a portion of the skeleton which remains membranous
when the surrounding parts become bony.

fibula, one (usually the smaller) of the two bones of the middle
leg or shank; post-axial in position, i.e. on the same side
as the little toe.

flying-lemur, see Galeopithecus.

flying-phaianger (Petaurus), a marsupial with parachute exten-
sions of the skin between fore- and hind-limbs. Australian.

flying-squirrels, members of the squirrel-family (Sciuridae) possess-
ing a parachute like that of the flying-phalanger. Mostly
Oriental, with a few in Northern Europe and North America.

foetus, the unborn young of a mammal in its later stages.

foramen, a hole in a bone through which pass such structures as
nerves or blood-vessels. (More generally, any perforation in
a shell or skeleton.)

Foraminifera, a class of Protozoa, most members of which secrete
shells divided internally into chambers.

fossil, any trace of a once-living organism now forming part of
a rock (in the geological sense).

fossil-zone, a bed or series of beds in sedimentary rocks char-
acterized by the presence of particular fossil species.

Galeopithecus, the " flying-lemur," not a true lemur, but a very
isolated mammal, of which some Eocene relatives only are
(very imperfectly) known. It has a parachute mechanism.